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G)llege Students Protest GOP ‘Contract’ 

Organizers Used E-mail to Propose a National Day of Action 


fions of their president, Francis 
Lawrence, who referred to African i 
Americans as a “disadvantaged pop- I 
ulation” with the wrong “genetic he- 
reditary background” to achieve high 
scholastic achievement test scores. 
Lawrence retracted the remark, but 
protests and calls for his resignation 
followed. 

‘ The Rutgers protest included a 
walkout from classes to attend a 
teach-in and rally. Part of the teach- 
in was a discussion of the controver- 


By Ann O’Hanlon 

•>, Special to The Washington Post 

Brought together via cyberspace, 
students at about 100 colleges in 
ritore than 30 states rallied and 
marched yesterday in protest of 
what they dubbed the Republicans’ 
“Contract on America.” 

; At Rutgers University in New Jer- 
sey, students burned a copy of the 
contract. At Wesleyan University in 
Connecticut, a mock House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.), complete 
with gray wig and pillow st uffin g, 
held up tiny poster-board represen- 
tations of education and welfare 
budgets, and said he wanted to pare 
them to buttress defense spending. 

And students from a number of 
New York City schools came togeth- 
er to hold a funeral procession down 
Broadway to City Hall, where a eulo- 
gy was delivered “to mourn the pro- 
posed death to social services,” ac- 
cording to Heidi Lieberman, a 
graduate student in Hunter Col- 
lege’s School of Social Work. 

The idea for the day was hatched 
in a cramped basement office in 
Cambridge, Mass., home to the Uni- 
versity Conversion Project. Its 
three-person staff, which researches 
“right-wing” organizing on college 
campuses and encourages its opposi- 
tion, sent e-mail to college contacts 
nationwide last month, proposing a 
national day of action. 

' -While some protests were target- 
ed at Gingrich and the GOP “Con- 
tract With America,” others covered 
a wider range of political ground. 
Carla Reme, leader of the Lesbian 
Bisexual Gay Alliance at the Univer- 
sity of New Mexico, spoke of dis- 
crimination against homosexuals 
that she feels is “still there" in the 
Republican Party, even if the rheto- ! 
iic is turned down. i 

’ And students at Rutgers had yet 
another occasion to protest the ac- 


sial book, “The Bell Curve,” linking 
IQ and race. 

Gingrich spokesman Tony Blank- 
ley was unfazed by the national pro- 
test. “I have not even heard of it. 
They ought to be in school studying 
so they can succeed,” he said. 

While the turnout was not over- 
whelming at the events, student orga- 


nizers insisted that was not a gauge of 
the anti-contract sentiment. 

“This is a state school in the Mid- 
west and we don’t really have pro- 
tests that often. As a matter of fact, 
this is the first one I can remember 
in two years,” said Annette Wanna- 
maker, a PhD candidate at Bowling 
Green State University in Ohio. 



